
     The Pelham City School has a desire to see all of our students in safe, 

healthy, learning environments.   One of the subtle threat to our 

students’ safety is through the “cyber-world”.  While access to the 

world wide web at school is highly guarded, it can become a hazardous 

place at home if parents or guardians are not careful.   One slip of the 

keyboard or strike at a wrong letter can take children to a place they 

are totally unprepared for.    There are many available tools to help 

filter “bad sites”, and tracking mechanisms to help parents keep record 

of sites being viewed on their home pc.  Unfortunately even these safe 

guards cannot keep children totally safe from harm on the internet.  

Here are some basic ways (offered by “KidsHealth”) to help parents 

actively protect their children from this kind of harm. 

• Become computer literate and learn how to block objectionable 

material. 

• Keep the computer in a common area, not in individual 

bedrooms, where you can watch and monitor its use. 

• Share an email account with your child so you can monitor 

messages. 

• Bookmark kids’ favorite sites for easy access. 

• Spend time online together to teach your kids appropriate online 

behavior 

• Forbid your child from entering private chat rooms; block them 

with safety features provided by your internet service provider or 

with special filtering software.  Be aware that posting messages 

to chat rooms reveals a user’s email address to others.  



• Monitor your credit card and phone bills for unfamiliar account 

charges. 

• Take your child seriously if he or she reports an uncomfortable 

online exchange. 

• Forward copies of obscene or threatening messages you or your 

kids get to your Internet service provider 

• Call the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children at 

(800) 843-5678 if you are aware of the transmission, use or 

viewing of child pornography online. 

 

Here are some simple rules for your child to follow: 

• Never trade personal photographs in the mail or scanned 

photographs over the Internet. 

• Never reveal personal information, such as address, phone 

number, or school name or location.  Use only a screen 

name.  Never agree to meet anyone from a chat room in 

person. 

• Never respond to a threatening email or message. 

• Always tell a parent about any communication or 

conversation that was scary. 

 

  


